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Nadal's opponents at the Val d'Isere Open who had not faced him previously will also soon get a chance to study his game, beginning with defending champion Djokovic in the semi-finals. "I want to remain Nol. I know how hard it is to stay at the top", Nadal said. "I think that's the most important thing for me, I don't really care if I am in the top 10 or if I'm not", he said. The Val d'Isere tournament is a warm-up before they meet for the Australian
Open in a couple of weeks' time. "For me it was a really important tournament". Since his injury, Nadal has mostly been in the role of shadow, keeping himself fit and ready in case the 'big boss' needed an easy way to get back. Nadal, who started the season with a title in Dubai, struggled early in the Paris Masters but despite a return of form, he only made it to the final in Valencia. "It was really important for me, first of all to feel confident on
the court and to play well". "I really need to be ahead of the game and I think I was able to do that". "He is one of the best players on the planet and I will play like always", said Nadal, who will play the final-ranked Murray. Rafael Nadal's dominant performance on clay convinced the Wimbledon victor that he will be one of the favourites at the French Open. And, despite being out of action since Wimbledon, Nadal held his nerve when it mattered

most and saved two match points during the final. "I hope he can recover fast and I hope he can keep playing after surgery". Nadal later described his recovery process as "slow but
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